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While we regret that the Blue Ribbon Commission was directed to not consider the Yucca Mountain project or site specific options, its report corroborates once again that a geologic disposal facility is the foundation for any national spent fuel management program -- and that there is no "silver bullet" for Yucca Mountain.  To this end, we are pleased that the BRC recommendations do not preclude Yucca Mountain as an option going forward.  We continue to support the completion of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's review of the Energy Department's license application for Yucca Mountain in concert with the provisions of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.
 
We agree with the BRC that a prompt solution to the nation's spent fuel management challenge is urgently needed and that failure by the federal government to come to grips with its responsibilities has proved damaging and enormously expensive with the cost of inaction now measured in the billions of dollars -- and mounting.  The report is crystal clear that the U.S. Department of Energy's commitments to utilities and electricity consumer stakeholders have not been met over decades and that a new organization is needed to lead the nation’s spent fuel management program – specifically an empowered federal corporation with authority, funding and portfolio.
 
We are encouraged that the report affirms key components of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, while suggesting some overdue enhancements, most notably an independent "FedCorp" with the resources and authority to succeed; ensured access to dedicated funding; and more flexibility in constructing one or more consolidated interim storage facilities. Consolidated storage can be an important element in any comprehensive strategy to jumpstart forward progress toward meeting contractual and statutory obligations, including shut-down nuclear plants.  As the BRC notes, there is no safety or security risks with current storage.  Along with consolidated storage, we also believe that "closing" the fuel cycle and recycling should be on the table as part of any integrated approach. We strongly disagree with the BRC’s observation that no technology development has the potential to fundamentally alter the waste management paradigm for the next several decades if not longer.

Although the BRC report does not lay out a definitized path forward with timetables, we hope that its review will lend clarity to the need, urgency, structure and available avenues to meet the solvable challenges of the nation's current spent fuel management impasse.
 
Please note that, while this statement reflects the consensus of the Council , it may not necessarily reflect the views of individual members. 
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