Tennessee Congressman Chuck Fleischmann Headlines Nuclear Roundtable
More than 30 representatives of the nuclear energy community participated in a July 14th Nuclear Roundtable luncheon on Capitol Hill keynoted by freshman U.S. Representative Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN-3).  Fleischmann is the Congressional standard bearer for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, TN.

Congressman Fleischmann spoke about his support of an “all of the above approach on energy in this country” but “sees the important role of nuclear energy.”  

He specifically addressed the development and commercialization of Small Modular Reactors as “the wave of the future” for the United States’ investment in its energy independence and security.  The Tennessee Valley Authority and Babcock & Wilcox recently signed a letter of intent to develop up to six B&W mPower SMR reactors at the Clinch River site in Oak Ridge, located within the Congressman’s district.
Fleischmann spoke more generally about the importance of maintaining and prioritizing funding for nuclear energy R&D and the Department of Energy’s EM mission.  He sees his role in Congress as a nuclear energy advocate among the other members and understands the importance of educating House members on the realities of nuclear energy.

Fleischmann, a key member of the largest House Freshman class in 60 years, serves on three House committees – Transportation & Infrastructure, Natural Resources, and Science, Space, & Technology.

Llewellyn King, the Executive Producer and Host of White House Chronicle on PBS, serves as chairman of the Nuclear Roundtable, which is administered by the U.S. Nuclear Infrastructure Council. 

The Nuclear Roundtable schedule for the balance of the year (speaker to be announced) is:

October 13, 2011 

Further information is available at www.nuclearinfrastructure.org.

